St. Michael the Archangel Parish
Deacon Arrion Rosales-Llantos
Reflects on the Call to the Priesthood

O

n July 1, Arrion Rosales-Llantos was
ordained to the transitional diaconate
for the Diocese of Honolulu. This exciting
step toward the priesthood is a milestone for
any seminarian. Currently, he is assigned to
Annunciation Catholic Church in Waimea and
will remain there until he returns for his last year
of seminary formation.
“The most memorable moments from my
ordination would, without a doubt, be the
prostration and the laying on of hands by the
bishop,” Deacon Arrion says. “The moment
where I hugged my parents after my vesting as a
deacon was also very powerful and emotional.”
A transitional deacon is a deacon like any
other deacon. However, transitional deacons
will be ordained to the priesthood after a set
amount of time, typically less than a year. Bishop
Silva will decide when Deacon Arrion will be
ordained in the spring of 2023.
This path to the priesthood began many
years ago for Deacon Arrion.
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Deacon Arrion Rosales-Llantos Reflects on the Call to
Priesthood continued from front cover
“I first heard the call to the priesthood when I was
a junior in high school, but wanted to pursue my own
career choices,” he says. “At the time, I considered
a career in public service, which then became a
desire to work in law enforcement. I attended the
University of Hawai`i at Hilo to pursue this path. To
build my credentials, I tried to join the United States
Army Hawaii National Guard — however, God had
other plans. After being denied enlistment, I began
to consider God’s calling more seriously.
“To help discernment, I attended daily Mass in
between classes at St. Joseph’s Church in Hilo and Fr. Lio
encouraged me to enter seminary immediately,” he adds.
“Even though I had registered for another year of classes
at UH Hilo, I left Hawai`i to attend Mount Angel Seminary
in Oregon as a seminarian for the Diocese of Honolulu.”
Although seminary has had its difficulties, just
like any other vocation, Deacon Arrion says it has
had many blessings — including those of friendship
and brotherhood. As he returns for his last year of
seminary, Deacon Arrion is especially looking forward
to spending time with his close friends at the seminary
that he has gotten to know over the last eight years.
“God has placed many good men and women in
my life to help me discern my vocation, encourage me
when I was going through hard times, and journey
with me as I work to please God,” Deacon Arrion says.
“Along with this came the maturity that I need to be
more rooted in my faith and the reality that I am a
sinner, and that God has chosen me to serve Him.”
As Catholics, we are called to pray for holy
vocations. May the testament of Deacon Arrion be a
reminder to pray especially for good and holy priests
to serve our community.
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“God needs more good and holy priests to serve His
Church,” Deacon Arrion says. “Fewer and fewer men
are answering the call to the priesthood. Christ and His
Church need more men to step up and answer the call.
No one is perfect. But the call to the priesthood is exactly
that, a calling. We can choose to ignore it, dismiss it, or
answer it with firmness and trust in God’s love and
mercy. God does not call the qualified — God qualifies
those called. The Gospel I chose for my ordination sums
up the vocation to the priesthood, ‘It was not you that
chose me, but I who chose you’ (John 15:16).”

“God does not call the qualified — God qualifies those called. The
Gospel I chose for my ordination sums up the vocation to the priesthood,
‘It was not you that chose me, but I who chose you’ (John 15:16).”
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— DEACON ARRION ROSALES-LLANTOS

Stewardship’s “Supreme Teacher”

F

Following Christ’s Example

ormer President and Five-Star General Dwight D.
Eisenhower once said, “You don’t lead by hitting
people over the head — that’s assault, not leadership.”
President Eisenhower’s words are both blunt and humorous, but he makes a great point. Almost any successful endeavor in life requires the benefit of strong
leadership. And a truly effective leader does not lead
by simply telling others what to do, but by providing a
strong example of how to carry oneself on a daily basis.
This is no different for us in our lives as Christians.
As individuals who face numerous difficult choices
every day, we require a leader who, through word and
example, can show us the path to living according to
God’s will. For us, Jesus is the supreme teacher of every aspect of Christian life, and His life as documented in the Gospels is a model that we should strive to
imitate in living as good Catholics. And as we have
learned, stewardship — the sharing of the gifts that
God has given to us — is a big part of Christian life,
and one for which Jesus left many examples of successful living.
Jesus’ nature of selfless service, documented
many times throughout the New Testament and culminating with His death for our sins, is an underlying
aspect of living the stewardship way of life. As the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops points
out in its pastoral document Stewardship: A Disciple’s
Response, “In Jesus’ teaching and life self-emptying is
fundamental. Now, it might seem that self-emptying
has little to do with stewardship, but in Jesus’ case
that is not so. His self-emptying is not sterile self-denial for its own sake; rather, in setting aside self, He is
filled with the Father’s will, and He is fulfilled in just
this way” (19).
Jesus points out to Peter in Mark’s Gospel that
this “self-emptying” requires sacrifice, but ultimately
leads to “eternal life in the age to come” (Mk 10:30).
But the Christian steward’s ultimate reward is not his
or her only benefit from living the stewardship way
of life. By sharing of our time, talent and treasure,

and living in imitation of Christ, we can relate more
closely to Him in sharing, in a small way, in His sacrifice. “To be a Christian disciple is a rewarding way
of life, a way of companionship with Jesus, and the
practice of stewardship as a part of it is itself a source
of deep joy. Those who live this way are happy people
who have found the meaning and purpose of living”
(Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, 21).
The next time you are frustrated or unsure of how
to best respond to God’s gifts in stewardship, take a
moment to open up the Bible. Jesus may not “hit us
over the head” in His leadership, but He does provide
numerous examples through His actions and teachings of how to live as one of His disciples.
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“The knowledge of the parent is abs

arents are called and empowered by Christ to proclaim His Gospel of Life so their
keiki can grow closer to Him and
enter into deeper relationship
with God. The example set forth
in the domestic church of the
family home is how parents fulfill their mission to be the primary catechists for their keiki. This
coming year, our parish will be
focusing on this reality by offering faith formation for the entire
family with a focus on the Eucharistic Revival. The goal is to give
families the tools they need, so
that together, they may deepen
their faith and build the kingdom
of God right here and now.
“In our faith formation program last year, we noticed that
some of the children were struggling with learning the basic
prayers of the Church that many
of us take for granted, while other
children had no problem,” Deacon
Sandor says. “The kids who knew
their prayers all had something in
common — at home they pray together. This sparked a desire in Fr.
Lio and our pastoral staff to foster
an environment where families
learn our faith well and develop
a habit of praying together so the
kids can look up to their parents
and ʻohana and see them as examples of deep faith and love that
they can imitate.”
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Pope St. John Paul II puts it
this way, “Family Catechesis...
precedes, accompanies, and enriches all other forms of catechesis... Thus, there cannot be
too great an effort on the part of
Christian parents to prepare for
this ministry of being their own
children’s catechists and to carry
it out with tireless zeal” (Catechesi
Tradendae, 68).
Although the details are still
being worked out, the idea is to
begin our faith formation sessions together — keiki and parents or guardians — with short
prayer. When the keiki break off
into their individual groups, the
adults can remain together for
their own faith formation session.

Everything should take about an
hour. We will start each Sunday
after the 9 a.m. Mass ends at 10
a.m. and finish before the 11:30
a.m. Mass begins. This will make
it convenient for people to attend
either Mass.
“We want to keep this interesting for the adults so that people
will look forward to coming,”
Deacon Sandor says. “We will
challenge our men and women
to a better understanding of that
which makes us Catholic. The
Eucharistic Revival pushes us to
explore how we live out the Communion Christ gives us every time
we come to Mass.
“We also have a rich Catholic culture that so many people

A HE HEI NA KE KEIKI

sorbed by the child” —'Ōlelo No'eau

don’t know about,” he adds. “Yes,
we will learn about our faith and
about the Bible, but I think people should also know about everything we have contributed to
civilization. Jesus is the best we
have to offer the world, and in following Him as His disciples, the
Catholic Church has given much
to humanity in Truth, Beauty, and
Goodness. From the beauty of our
liturgy, to the truth of Christ, to
the sciences, and on to the goodness of our charities and hospitals,
there is so much we can discuss

— our saints and martyrs, the rich
prayer traditions, the Eucharistcenteredness that is our Christian
identity, all of it!”
Deacon Sandor hopes to include other aspects of our Catholicity such as how Catholics have
done things like developing the
scientific method, genetics, astronomy, music, the arts and humanities, and so many other things.
“We want our kids to be intentional disciples of Jesus who pray
regularly with their families and are
honored to be Catholic,” he says.

“The world constantly bombards
us with anything negative about
Catholicism. We want to bombard
ourselves with the wonderful things
so that the adults can also feel honored to be Catholic disciples of Jesus
and so the keiki can be taught by
example. We cannot give what we
ourselves do not possess.”
It all starts with a consistent and
deep prayer life centered on the Eucharist that includes praying as a
family, so that dads, moms, grandparents, and siblings all contribute
to this growth. Then it goes on to
the knowledge and intellectual
understanding of who we are as
Catholics, then we begin to take on
our Catholic identity in meaningful
ways. We are intentional disciples
of Jesus who are centered on the
Eucharist. This is an exciting opportunity for our families to come
together and learn what this discipleship means, how we can pray
together in a more meaningful way,
and how the Eucharist transforms
us to bring Christ into the world,
and in doing so, we cultivate our
Catholic identity. As we hear in
the Scriptures, “Teach children the
right way, and when old they will
not stray” (Proverbs 22:6).

Registration for faith formation is happening right now! You can complete an application on our website,
stmichaelparishkona.org. They are also available at the kiosks, or by calling the office at 808-326-7771.
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The Assumption of Mary: August 15
The Promises of the Lord
Fulfilled in the Blessed Virgin

C

an a pile of bones really be that exciting?
Every year, tens of thousands of pilgrims visit St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, eager to
glimpse the spot in which the bones of St. Peter, our first pope, are venerated to this day.
The relics of saints have been venerated throughout the ages in every corner of the
world — yet, the bones of the very first Christian, the Mystical Rose, are nowhere to be
found.
When it comes to the day, manner, or year of the end of the Blessed Virgin Mary’s
time on this earth, nothing is certain. No account is given in Scripture. The Church turns
instead to Tradition for an answer.
Since the birth of the Church, no Marian relics have ever been venerated — nor can
they ever be — because her body was assumed, or taken up, into heaven. There exist,
therefore, no remains of the Blessed Virgin’s body on this earth. She lives, right now,
body and soul, in heavenly glory.
Although the particular dogma of the Assumption cannot be found in the writings
of Scripture, if we look at many other writings by the early Christians, it is clear that the
Church has always held this dogma to be true. Even more, though there is no explicit
statement of fact in the Bible itself that Mary was assumed body and soul, the truths
that we do know about Mary from Scripture serve to back up the reality that she was
assumed into heaven. She gave herself wholly to the Lord and followed His will for her
life, perfectly, to the end.
The Assumption of Mary reveals that the promises of the Lord — including the resurrection of the body — were fulfilled in Mary. She shared most intimately in the life,
death and resurrection of her Son, and was free from original sin and its effects — including corruption of the body at death.
In 1950, Pope Pius XII confirmed this ancient
PRAYER FOR THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY
belief from the Church Fathers and declared infallibly the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Father in heaven, all creation rightly gives You
as a dogma of the Catholic faith with these words:
praise, for all life and all holiness come from You.
“The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin
In the plan of Your wisdom, she who bore the
Mary, having completed the course of her earthly
Christ
in her womb, and was raised body and soul
life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly
glory” (Munificentissimus Deus, 44).
in glory to be with Him in heaven. May we follow
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is
her example in reflecting Your holiness and join in
observed on the liturgical calendar as a solemnity
her hymn of endless love and praise.
— of higher importance than a feast — and is a
Holy Day of Obligation. On Aug. 15, this wonWe ask this through Christ our Lord.
derful celebration is accompanied by great hope
Amen.
in the resurrection of the body and everlasting
union with God in heaven.
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Community Gears Up for Annual Charity Walk

P

Join Parishioners for a Fun Event
and Help Address Housing Insecurity Needs

eople who face housing insecurity might be
living on the street in a tent or bouncing from
couch to couch at friends’ homes. Housing is a basic need, but unfortunately, not everyone has a stable
home. The COVID-19 pandemic and inflation have
exacerbated these issues. This year’s Charity Walk
will support wrap-around and gap services for those
facing housing insecurity.
Parishioners and community members are invited to join the Catholic Charities team for Charity Walk on Saturday, Aug. 20, at Waikoloa Beach
Resort. The course is 3.7 miles. Each major Hawai`i
island holds a walk like this. Since 1980 more than
$5.3 million has been raised to support hundreds of
local charities. This will be the first in-person walk
since 2019.
Visit app.mobilecause.com/vf/hawaiiisland/
team/CatholicCharities to donate, get involved,

or learn more. The cost is $35 for participants ages
5 to 17, and $50 for those 18 and older. Last year ’s
event was held virtually.
Karen Unger is planning the event for the Catholic Charities team with Sharmayne Naone. This will
be Karen’s first live Charity Walk, and she looks
forward to it. Karen is on the leadership council
for Catholic Charities. The Charity Walk is Catholic
Charities’ biggest fundraiser. As she notes, who can
pass up the opportunity to walk on a beautiful summer day with friends while raising money for worthy organizations?
“With so many people in our community hurting these days because of COVID and inflation, it’s
awesome to be able to give a hand up,” Karen says.
“It’s good exercise, and you can meet new people
and have fun.”
continued on back cover
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Annual Charity Walk

continued from page 7

There are 20 food stations along the route, and
each dish served must have pineapple as an ingredient. There are prizes for the top fundraisers
within the Catholic Charities team. Last year, Fr.
Lio took first followed by Fr. Jarek Skrzypek and
Shirley David.
The Charity Walk is a great opportunity to build
community for a good cause.

“People come together for the good of others,”
Karen says. “Jesus tells us to ‘love one another’ —
what a great commandment.”
Karen loves helping out, knowing that “many
hands make light work.”
“I’m always appreciative of how God has
blessed me in my life and look for ways to give
back,” she says.

“With so many people in our community hurting these days because of COVID and
inflation, it’s awesome to be able to give a hand up. It’s good exercise, and you can
meet new people and have fun.” — KAREN UNGER
If you have any questions about this year’s Charity Walk, please contact Karen Unger at 808-989-8963
or Sharmayne Naone at 808-938-3895, or go online and visit:
app.mobilecause.com/vf/hawaiiisland/team/CatholicCharities to join the team or donate.

Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. • Sunday: 7 a.m., 9 a.m., 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. (English), 11:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. (Spanish)
Daily: Mon-Sat 7 a.m. • Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri 5 p.m. • Confessions: Saturday 9 a.m. • Adoration: Wednesdays 7:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.

