St. Michael the Archangel Parish
The Greeters Ministry:
Welcoming All to the Celebration of the Mass with Aloha and Ho’okipa

N

ow more than ever, in
know that the time they spend
the wake of the isolaat St. Michael’s is apprecition brought by COVID reated; passing out weekly bulstrictions, it is important to
letins; and helping the ushers
welcome parishioners and
when needed. While these are
guests into the church with
all important roles, Jo Anne
the aloha that characterizes
shares what she believes to be
St. Michael's Parish.
the most important.
“There has been a loss of
“We share our genuine
connection with the church,”
aloha to make parishioners
says Jo Anne Fay, a member St. Michael greeter Jo Anne Fay and guests feel welcome,”
with Bishop Larry Silva
of the Greeters Ministry here
she says.
at St. Michael the Archangel.
Greeters
can
choose
“And we want people to feel the joy, cel- which Mass time works best for them, but
ebration, and closeness of the return to they are asked to be flexible to help serve
our Lord.”
at other Masses if needed. Greeters are also
There are a few responsibilities that asked to be flexible on holidays, special ocmembers of this ministry take on as greet- casions, or if someone else is absent. The
ers. Some of these responsibilities include number of greeters at each Mass depends
greeting parishioners and visitors at every on the volume of people that typically atMass; taking the time to visit with guests tends for that particular Mass time. Usuand to answer questions about St. Michael ally, there are between two and five greetthe Archangel Church; making sure guests ers per Mass.
continued on page 2
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St. Michael the Archangel Parish

The Greeters Ministry
“Being involved in parish life gives you a purpose — a
feeling of belonging that fills the soul,” Jo Anne says.
For Jo Anne, being a greeter has meant being part of
something that brings joy to others — being greeted and
recognized. Being involved in this ministry has brought her
closer to clergy members, helped her get to know other parishioners on a personal basis, and helped her establish a
closer church family.
Currently, the Greeters Ministry is looking for more help
at the Saturday 5 p.m. Vigil Mass, and the 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Sunday Mass. However, while these times specifically need
help, there is always room for more assistance at all Masses.
“No one ministry can be orchestrated by one person, it
takes a team of parishioners to come together, work together,
and make the ministry meaningful and successful,” Jo Anne
says. “The more involved you become with your church, the
more fulfillment you receive. Let’s just say it is a labor of love
for the Lord.”

continued front cover

“The more involved you
become with your church,
the more fulfillment
you receive. Let’s just say
it is a labor of love for
the Lord.”

— Jo Anne Fay

If you are interested in getting involved in the Greeters Ministry,
please contact Jo Anne Fay at jokona2019@icloud.com.
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The May Crowning

F

Celebrating the Coronation of Mary

or many Catholics, May
Crownings of statues or icons
of the Blessed Mother have become
rites of spring. This annual Marian
devotion appropriately takes place
near Mother's Day and ushers in a
month during which the Catholic
Church pays special homage to
Mary as the Queen of Heaven and
Mother of God.
Generally taking place around
the first weekend of the month,
May Crownings often involve processions and adorning statues of
the Blessed Mother with crowns
of flowers or actual gold crowns.
Additionally, children often place
roses at her feet, and Catholics
carry out similar practices in their
homes by placing roses around
statues of the Blessed Virgin, or
even adding ornamentation to images of Mary. But where did this
practice come from, and how did it

develop into the tradition that we
currently know and love?
The Coronation of Mary is depicted in ancient icons and is also
a popular subject in European art
and literature for centuries, but the
tradition of the May Crowning can
be most accurately traced back to
the late 16th century. Perhaps inspired by the practice of adding ornamentation to Marian icons that
had been carried out by some of
the Eastern churches, Pope Clement VIII added two crowns to the
icon of Mary with the Infant Jesus
in the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome. The crowns were
eventually lost, but were replaced
by Gregory XVI in 1837 in a rite
that was to become the standard
practice for crowning.
While the May Crowning is
not an official liturgical celebration on the Church calendar, it is an

important practice in honoring
Mary as the Queen of the Universe,
and its imagery is especially influential in the faith formation of children. As Liz Kelly writes in May
Crowning, Mass, and Merton and
Other Reasons I Love Being Catholic,
“One of the defining aspects of being Catholic is devotion to Mary. I
favor no Marian celebration more
highly than May Crowning, the
feast that recognizes Mary as Queen
of Heaven and Earth. To a person
of any age, this is a mighty big title,
but to a child of five or six or seven,
it expands to enchanting, magical
proportions. How many queens
does one get a chance to meet in a
lifetime, much less crown?”
This year, make a special effort to honor the coronation of
Mary through participation in a
personal or public May Crowning devotion.

Bring Flowers of the Rarest
Bring flow’rs of the fairest, Bring flow’rs of the rarest,
From garden and woodland and hillside and vale;
Our full hearts are swelling, Our glad voices telling
The praise of the loveliest Rose of the vale.
O Mary! we crown thee with blossoms today,
Queen of the Angels, Queen of the May,
O Mary! we crown thee with blossoms today,
Queen of the Angels, Queen of the May.
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St. Michael the Archangel Parish

Parish Community Shares in

He is R

THIS EASTER, OUR ST. MICHAEL COMMUNITY GATHERED TO CELEBRATE
THE JOY OF THE RISEN CHRIST. WE EXTEND OUR GRATITUDE TO ALL
PARISHIONERS AND VISITORS WHO SHARED THIS JOYOUS TIME WITH US!
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n Joyful Easter Celebrations

Risen!
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St. Michael the Archangel Parish

The Faith Journey of St. Philip Neri

Patron Saint of Holy Fun

C

an a saint have fun on the way to attaining holiness? excesses were encouraged, Philip organized a pilgrimage
Many would say that St. Philip Neri definitely fits to the Seven Churches with a picnic, accompanied by inthat bill.
strumental music for the midday break. After walking 12
Born in 1515 in Florence, Italy, St. Philip Neri showed miles in one day, everyone was too tired to be tempted!
his fun side from the time he was a boy. One such inciPhilip was known to be spontaneous and
dent almost cost him his life. Seeing a donkey loaded with unpredictable, charming, and humorous. He seemed to
fruit for market, the impulsive and spontaneous little boy sense the different ways to bring people to God. One man
jumped on the donkey’s back. Surprised, the donkey lost came to the Oratory just to make fun of it. Philip wouldn’t
his footing, and along with the fruit and young Philip, let the others throw him out or speak against him. He told
tumbled into a cellar. Miraculously, Philip was unharmed. them to be patient, and eventually the man became a DoPhilip’s father struggled fiminican. On the other hand, when
nancially, so 18-year-old Philip
Prayer to St. Philip Neri: he met a condemned man who
was sent to work with an older
refused to listen to any pleas for
cousin who was a successful busiSt. Philip Neri, we take ourselves repentance, Philip didn’t try gentle
nessman. During this time, Philip
words. Instead, Philip grabbed the
far
too
seriously
most
of
the
found a favorite place to pray in
man by the collar and threw him
a spot upon a mountain that had
to the ground. The move shocked
time. Help us to add humor to
been turned into a chapel.
the criminal into repentance and
our perspective — remembering
During these hours of prayer,
he made a full confession.
always that humor is a gift
Philip is said to have decided to
Humility was the most imporleave worldly success behind and
tant virtue he tried to teach others,
from God. Amen.
dedicate his life to God.
as he continually worked to learn
Eventually, Philip went to
it himself. Some of his lessons in
Rome. In 1548, Philip formed a confraternity with other humility seem cruel, but they were tinged with humor —
laymen to minister to pilgrims who came to Rome without like practical jokes — and were related with gratitude by
food or shelter. The spiritual director of the confraternity the people they helped. His lessons always seemed to be
convinced Philip he could do even more work as a priest. tailored directly to what the person needed.
After receiving instruction from this priest, Philip was orPhilip did not escape this spiritual mortification himdained in 1551.
self. As with others, his own humbling held humor. There
As a young priest, Philip learned to love to hear con- are stories of him wearing ridiculous clothes or walking
fessions. Young men especially found in him the wisdom around with half his beard shaved off. The greater his repand direction they needed to grow spiritually. But Philip utation for holiness, the sillier he wanted to seem.
began to realize these young men needed something more
But Philip was very serious about prayer. He was so
than absolution — they needed guidance. So, Philip began easily carried away that he refused to preach in public and
to ask the young men to come by in the early afternoon could not celebrate Mass with others around. But when
when they would discuss spiritual readings, and then stay asked how to pray, his answer was, “Be humble and obefor prayer in the evening.
dient and the Holy Spirit will teach you.”
Philip understood it wasn’t enough to tell young peoPhilip died in 1595 after a long illness. His feast day is
ple not to do something — you had to give them some- on May 26, just in time to kick off the season of summerthing to do in its place. So, at Carnival time, when the worst time fun.
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The Wedding Ministry:

E

Joyfully Preparing Couples from Near and Far

very
year,
our
parish
welcomes couples who travel
from all over to be married in our
beautiful church. After months
of planning over the phone, the
bride and groom-to-be arrive and
are welcomed by Paulette Adams
and the Wedding Ministry team:
Theresa Hernandez and Frankie
Hemby, who assist during the
wedding liturgy. The Wedding
Ministry serves both parish couples
and visiting couples who are
planning weddings, but Paulette
estimates that about 80 percent of
the weddings she helps plan are
destination weddings.
A transplant from snowy Michigan herself, Paulette is grateful that
she can play a small part in helping
these couples marry in the Church
surrounded by our aloha.
“We don’t want them to get
married on the beach, we want
them to get married in the church,”
Paulette says. “It’s a witness to
everybody that attends. Sometimes
it’s just a few people, other times
it’s a large group. It’s a great
witness to see couples standing in
faith with the Lord and wanting
Him to be part of their marriage.”
Paulette works with the bride
over the phone several months before the wedding. There is a lot of
paperwork that must be transferred
from the couple’s diocese to our diocese, and Paulette checks in with
the bride to ensure that things are
on track. Then she walks the couple

Deacon Sándor Hernández Morales with Mr. and Mrs. Kyle and Natasha Snyder

Deacon Sándor Hernández Morales with Mr. and Mrs. David and Phoebe Lee

through the Church’s procedures
and protocols for marrying at St. Michael and our missions and begins
planning the liturgy with them. Finally, the couple arrives a few days
before the wedding and Paulette
gets to meet them in person.
“I try to make them feel relaxed
and at home,” Paulette says. “I
don’t want them to have any worries on the day of the ceremony.”

During the rehearsal, Paulette
likes to step back from the mayhem
of wedding planning and touch on
the real purpose of marriage.
“I remind the couple that it’s
a covenant, not just a contract, establishing a relationship between
them,” Paulette says. “As they grow
in their own relationship, they need
to make sure they continue to grow
in their relationship with the Lord.
continued on back cover
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St. Michael the Archangel Parish
75-5769 Alii Drive
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740

The Wedding Ministry

continued from page 7

Don’t put Him on a shelf and just call on Him when you
need Him — make Him part of your marriage.”
The team makes sure everyone is where they need
to be and are prepared to do their job. There is a lot of
coordination between ministries to make the wedding
go smoothly. It starts with Susan Bender in the parish
office, who handles the paperwork, then Paulette
takes over the details, while the parish ushers, altar
servers, lectors, and musicians step in to make the
liturgy beautiful and memorable.
Deacon Sandor says, “The work these people do
is invaluable to the couples but also to the different

ministries and clergy. They allow us to fully trust
that our weddings are always beautiful, but more
importantly, that anyone seeking marriage at our
parish will know the depth and significance of the
sacrament – with Jesus at the center.”
For Paulette, the ceremony is the culmination of
months of communication and work. “When I see
them stand at the altar and look at each other, sometimes they’re shaking, sometimes crying, I just see
how important this is to them,” Paulette says. “I’m
grateful that I was part of helping them get down
this aisle.”

Paulette Adams and the Wedding Ministry team are always looking for extra help. If you are interested

in this ministry, please email Paulette at m2p2adams@aol.com or call the parish office at 808-326-7771.

Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. • Sunday: 7 a.m., 9 a.m., 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. (English), 11:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. (Spanish)
Daily: Mon-Sat 7 a.m. • Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri 5 p.m. • Confessions: Saturday 9 a.m. • Adoration: Wednesdays 7:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.

