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ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
The Epiphany of the Lord – January 8, 2023
“We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.”

THE ORDER OF MASS
At the Eucharist, the Church comes together to hear the Word of the Lord, to pray for the world’s needs,
to offer the sacrifice of the Cross in praise and thanks to God, to receive Christ Jesus in Communion,
and then to be sent forth in the Spirit as disciples of the Gospel. Through the experience of these sacred
mysteries in the liturgy, the “summit toward which the activity of the church is directed,” the people of
God are renewed and given new strength to live out the Christian faith daily (Sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 10).

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES
Entrance Chant

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
One License #A-713860 | CCLI License 11168695
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ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
The Epiphany of the Lord – January 8, 2023
“We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.”

Greeting
Penitential Act with Invocations

KYRIE
E KA HAKU E ALOHA MAI (Lord, Have Mercy) | 7AM HAWAIIAN MASS
E Ka Haku e aloha mai (E Ka Haku e aloha mai)
E Kristo e aloha mai (E Kristo e aloha mai)
E Ka Haku e (E Ka Haku e e aloha mai)
E Ka Haku e (E Ka Haku e aloha mai)

Collect · A period of silence, the priest says the Collect and all respond: Amen

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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-4-

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
The Epiphany of the Lord – January 8, 2023
“We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.”

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
The Epiphany of the Lord – January 8, 2023
“We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.”

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Reading 1

Is 60:1-6

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the glory of the Lord
shines upon you. See, darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the
peoples; but upon you the LORD shines, and over you appears his glory. Nations
shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining radiance. Raise your eyes and
look about; they all gather and come to you: your sons come from afar, and your
daughters in the arms of their nurses. Then you shall be radiant at what you
see, your heart shall throb and overflow, for the riches of the sea shall be
emptied out before you, the wealth of nations shall be brought to you. Caravans
of camels shall fill you, dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba
shall come bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of the
LORD.

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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Responsorial Psalm

.

Alternate Setting

O God, with your judgment endow the king,
and with your justice, the king’s son;
He shall govern your people with justice
and your afflicted ones with judgment.
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts;
the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute.
All kings shall pay him homage,
all nations shall serve him.
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

Justice shall flower in his days,
and profound peace, till the moon be no more.
May he rule from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out,
and the afflicted when he has no one to help him.
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor;
the lives of the poor he shall save.
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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The Epiphany of the Lord – January 8, 2023
“We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.”

Second Reading

Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6

Brothers and sisters: You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that
was given to me for your benefit, namely, that the mystery was made known to
me by revelation. It was not made known to people in other generations as it
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the
Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners in the promise
in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Verse Before the Gospel

Mt 2:2

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mt 2:1-12

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi
from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews?
We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” When King Herod
heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the
chief priests and the scribes of the people, He inquired of them where the Christ was
to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written
through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people
Israel.” Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of
the star’s appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search diligently
for the child. When you have found him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him
homage.” After their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that
they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place
where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the
house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did
him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they departed for their country by another way.
Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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Homily
Profession of Faith · Nicene Creed [All bow at the bolded text]
I believe in one God, / the Father almighty, / maker of heaven and earth, / of all things
visible and invisible. / I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, / the Only Begotten Son of God,
/ born of the Father before all ages. / God from God, Light from Light, / true God from
true God, / begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; / through him all things
were made. / For us men and for our salvation / he came down from heaven, / and by
the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, / and became man. / For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate, / he suffered death and was buried, / and rose again
on the third day / in accordance with the Scriptures. / He ascended into heaven / and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. / He will come again in glory / to judge the living
and the dead / and his kingdom will have no end. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, / who proceeds from the Father and the Son, / who with the Father and
the Son is adored and glorified, / who has spoken through the prophets. / I believe in
one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. / I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of
sins / and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead / and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Universal Prayer · As priestly people, we unite with one another to pray for
today’s needs in the Church and the world.

Contributors: Tony Alonso, Gabe Huck
Text: © 2004, GIA Publications, Inc.

Copyright © 2013 by GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Presentation and Preparation of the Gifts

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of His name, for our
good and the good of all His holy Church.

Prayer over the Offerings
Preface [All respond at the bolded text]
The Lord be with you / And with your spirit / Lift up your hearts / We lift them up to the Lord / Let us
give thanks to the Lord our God / It is right and just.

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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Holy

HEMOLELE (Holy, Holy, Holy) | 7AM HAWAIIAN MASS
Hemolele (Hemolele) 2x
Hemolele, ke Akua mana | Ame ka ikaika | Hosana, ki’eki’e
Ua piha ka lani, A me ka honua I kou nani | Hosana ki’eki’e
Pomaika’i ka mea I hele mai ma | Ka inoa o ka Haku
Hosana ki’eki’e, Hosana ki’eki’e
PLEASE KNEEL DURING THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER. Those on the outside, remain
standing or kneel, and profoundly bow during the elevations.

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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Mystery of Faith

Amen

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
One License #A-713860 | CCLI License 11168695
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The Lord’s Prayer
KA PULE A KA HAKU | 7AM HAWAIIAN MASS

E ko mākou Makua i loko o ka lani,
E ho'āno 'ia Kou inoa,
E hiki mai Kou aupuni,
E mālama 'ia Kou makemake ma ka honua nei.
E like me 'ia i mālama'ia ma ka lani lā.
E hā'awi mai iā mākou i kēia la
I 'ai nā mākou no nēia lā.
E kala mai ho'i iā mākou, i kā mākou lawehala 'ana
Me mākou e kala nei i ka po'e i lawehala i kā mākou.
Mai ho'oku'u 'oe iā mākou i ka ho'owalewale 'ia mai,
E ho'opakele nō na'e iā mākou i ka 'ino.
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the help
of Your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the
blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

No ka mea, Nou ke aupuni,
a me ka mana, a me ka ho'onani 'ia, a mau loa aku
Āmene.
Sign of Peace

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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THE COMMUNION RITE
Lamb of God

E PUA HIPA O KE AKUA (Lamb of God) | 7AM HAWAIIAN MASS
E pua hipa o ke Akua,
E lawe aku oi a ka hewa. O ko ke ao nei.
E aloha mai ia makou
E aloha mai ia makou (Repeat)
E pua hipa o ke Akua,
E lawe aku oi a ka hewa. O ko kea o nei.
Ha’a wi mai i makou
Ha’a wi ka maluhia, ha’a wi ka maluhia.
[In the Diocese of Honolulu, please remain standing after the “Agnus Dei.”]
Priest: Behold the lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
All respond: Lord, I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof, but only say
the word and my soul shall be healed.

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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Communion

Period of Silence or Song of Praise: At St. Michael’s, during feast days and special liturgies, we
offer a prayer in a form of “hula.” NO APPLAUSE after conclusion; however, the proper response for the
hula prayer is “AMEN.”

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
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THE CONCLUDING RITES
Greeting · Final Blessing · Dismissal

Your active participation in the Mass is encouraged.
One License #A-713860 | CCLI License 11168695

NOTICE: To keep the worship aid and
bulletin file size small for faster
download, the inserts provided with
the weekly bulletin have been
purposely omitted in this edition.
To read its full entirety, please go to the
“Sunday Bulletin & Newsletters”
page from our website by clicking HERE.

Receive the weekly Worship Aid and
Bulletin, delivered to your inbox.

Sign up Here

St. Michael the Archangel Parish

We are disciples who act justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with God.
Established July 5, 1840
Churches:  Immaculate Conception-Holualoa  Holy Rosary-Kalaoa  St. Paul’s-Kawanui  St. Peter’s by-the-Sea-Kahalu’u

St. Michael’s Church 75-5769 Alii Drive | Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 | Phone: (808) 326-7771
Email Address: stmichaelarchangel@rcchawaii.org / Office Hours: Monday through Friday | 9am—4:30pm
WEEKDAY MASSES: 7am Monday through Saturday / 5pm Mon – Tues – Thurs – Fri
Adoration: Wednesday 7:30am—4:45pm / Confessions: Saturday 9am at St. Michael’s Church
WEEKEND MASSES: Sat 5pm, Sun 7am, 9am, 1:30pm, 4pm / Spanish Masses: Sun 11:30am

Website: stmichaelparishkona.org

January 8, 2023 | 8 de enero 2022

The Epiphany of the Lord

Reading I - Isaiah 60:1-6 | Psalm - 72:1-2,7-8,10-11,12-13 | Reading II - Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6 | Gospel – Matthew 2:1-12
Primera Lectura - Isaias 60:1-6 | Salmo – 71:1-2,7-8,10-11,12-13 | Segunda Lectura - Efesios 3:2-3,5-6 | Evangelio – Mateo 2:1-12

ALL SHARE IN THE PROMISE

Picture a nativity scene in your mind’s eye.
The scene likely includes figures arriving on
camels, some elaborately dressed, with jeweled boxes containing precious gifts. These
magi arrived from distant lands to pay homage to the Christ Child. We know little about
the magi, but we do know that these visitors
were not Jews. They represent people of all
nations who will be drawn to the Lord.
“Nations shall walk by your light, and kings
by your shining radiance.” The Good News
of Jesus cannot be limited to one people; all
share in the promise of God’s mercy through
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!
The Lord shines upon you and the glory
of the Lord appears over you.
- Isaiah 60:1-6
Aloha! Welcome to Our Parish—We hope you will find our parish community a place where your faith will be nourished. We encourage you to register with the parish. Registration forms are available in the kiosk, or can be completed online
at stmichaelparishkona.org. To our visitors, we pray that you enjoy your stay in Kona and are blessed with safe travels home.
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Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Life of Stewardship

As our celebration of Christmas continues, today we observe
the great feast of The Epiphany of the Lord. The word “epiphany” comes from Greek and means manifestation or appearance. The stewardship way of life is one in which we live in
grateful response to God’s countless manifestations in our
lives.
Our Gospel passage, from Matthew, has much to teach us
about stewardship, through the actions of the magi.
As good stewards, the magi were watching for manifestations of God’s presence in their lives. “We have seen the star
at its rising,” they say. Good stewards are keenly aware of the
“star” of God’s presence and His gifts in their lives. It is this
awareness that fills them with gratitude and the desire to both
worship God and share His gifts with others.
The magi, upon seeing the manifestation of God’s presence
in their lives, “were overjoyed.” Good stewards, who live with
the awareness of God’s presence and gifts to them, simply
can’t help but be filled with joy. Not necessarily the fleeting
and superficial kind of joy the world promises through wealth
or power, but rather the deep, unalterable joy only God can
give.
Finally, the magi were so filled with awe upon encountering
the newborn Jesus, they prostrated themselves before him and
“opened their treasures and offered him gifts.” This is precisely why good stewards generously share their material gifts —
as a loving act of worship to an extravagantly loving God.
Let us rejoice in God’s manifestations in our lives and be
watchful for the new ways He is calling us to share ourselves
and our gifts in gratitude to our King in the year ahead.

- Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants

Catholic Prayer Corner

What does the poor man do at the rich man’s door, the sick
man in the presence of his physician, the thirsty man at a
limpid stream? What they do, I do before the Eucharistic God.
I pray. I adore. I love. - Saint Francis of Assisi

Call the parish office to spend one hour as a regular
adorer every Wednesday.

Knights of Columbus Council 13227

Our next meeting is on Monday, January 9 at 5:45pm
at St. Michael’s Church Lanai. All visiting Knights are
welcome to join us. Any prospective new members please
contact David Aragon via email to hauoli718 @gmail.com.

Way of the Cross for an End to Trafficking

Each Wednesday at noon, we pray the Stations of the
Cross at St. Michael’s for the safety of all those who are
held captive by traffickers. The prayers were developed by
Bishop Silva and require about twenty minutes of your
time. January 11, 2023, is National Human Trafficking
Awareness Day, also known as #WearBlueDay. On this
day, Blue Campaign invites you to do your part in raising
awareness of the crime — and it is as simple as wearing
blue. Why blue? It is the international color of human
trafficking awareness. Just find your favorite blue outfit or
article of clothing, take a picture of yourself wearing it,
and post it on your preferred social media platform using
the hashtag #WearBlueDay.

Charismatic Prayer Group

The next Charismatic Prayer Group meeting will be
held on Tuesday, Jan. 10 at St. Michael’s from 6:308pm.

Traveling Neighborhood Rosary Inspires
Community Prayer

Prayer at the Manger: With the Magi
Let your light shine on us, O God,
as the star showed the way
to those who searched for Christ.
Fill us with wisdom;
help us walk in your ways,
now and forever. Amen.

Of all the prayers, the Rosary is the most beautiful and
the richest in graces; of all it is the one most pleasing
to Mary, the Virgin Most Holy.” - Pope St. Pius X
Display the statue of the Blessed Mother in your home
and invite your Catholic neighbors to pray the Rosary with
your family. For more information, call Beth Smith at
(760) 212-4533.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Gift Shop Hours (located on the North Lanai)
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri from 9:30am-1:30pm
Sunday from 6:30am - 2:30pm

Parish News

Chiller Replacement Update

Thank you for your donations of $184,286.81 for our chiller. The “chiller” is a vital part of the unit that supplies
the air conditioning for our church. The “chiller” will be
arriving soon. Please consider making a donation so that we
can reach our $350,000 goal. Please mark “Chiller” on your
check.
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Santo Niño de Cebú - January 15, 2023

The feast day of Santo Niño de Cebú comes each year
on the third Sunday in January, and is a big celebration
through the country of the Philippines. This is a devotion
that centers around the image of the Christ child, and
celebrates the conversion of the Philippines to Christianity. The festival, known for street parties, parades, and
dancing, is called Sinulog meaning “like water current
movement”- based on the movement of the dance which
tells the History of the conversion to Christianity. This
year, our parish will celebrate Santo Niño de Cebú at our
9am Mass on Sunday, January 15. We will also celebrate
with other parishes islandwide at our 4pm Mass. There
will be a reception following the 4pm Mass. Come join us!

Daddy a kiss?” Standing in the midst of his church, the
young adoptive father suddenly welled up with tears as
he embraced the child. Afterward, he explained that
through all the hassles and legal struggles he never until
that moment in church understood that he was the
parent of this child. The ritual claimed them for each
other, gave expression to their relationship that the legal
documents never could, and firmly cemented this child
into the heart of a community as everyone erupted into
heartfelt applause. This assembly witnessed in a powerful way what happens in every baptism: the mystery of
adoption, the free flow of grace, the overwhelming sense
of God’s presence at the heart of our life’s journey.

Stewardship of Treasure
Dec 26th, 2022 - Jan 1st, 2023
ONLINE GIVING
SUNDAY OFFERINGS / MAILED-IN OFFERINGS
PARISH CENTER CAMPAIGN
TOTAL:

$ 9,305.00
$ 14,232.00
$ 16,672.00
$ 40,209.00

Parish Center Update
We have collected $3,671,731.00 for the Parish Center
Campaign, which includes pledge payments.
Mahalo for your continued generosity.
Offerings can be mailed directly to the parish office;
or click on our website’s “Online Giving”
to share your blessings.

James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Our Fascinating Faith

STEWARDSHIP OF OUR TREASURE FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2022
MONTHLY DIOCESAN ASSESSMENT: $9,156.08 22
MONTHLY ‘OHANA IN CHRIST ASSESSMENT: $1,144.51

Epiphany House Blessing
If you wish, you can celebrate Epiphany at home with a
blessing using the initials of the magi’s traditional names
(Casper, Melchior, Balthasar), four crosses, and the new
year’s numerals. Materials: a piece of chalk and a small
container of holy water. Gather with family members,
friends, and perhaps some neighbors at the front door.

The above amounts fund Diocesan ministries, as listed
in ‘Ohana in Christ to help support our parishes, pastors,
schools, service agencies, and communities within the
Diocese of Honolulu.

Online Giving

St. Michael’s Church provides Online Giving—a convenient and safe way to make a one-time or recurring donation.
Getting started is easy - visit stmichaelparishkona.org and
click our ONLINE GIVING tab. Your gift will be securely
transferred directly to the parish bank account.

Faith Formation

Prepare for Next Week’s Scripture Readings
1st Reading/Primera Lectura: Isaiah (Isaías) 49:3,5-6
Psalm: 40:2,4,7-8,8-9,10 Salmo: 39:2,4,7-8,8-9,10
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-3
Segunda Lectura: 1 Corintios 1:1-3

Gospel/Evangelio: John (Juan) 1:29-34

Grades K-5

Happy New Year and Welcome Back! Classes will resume
on Sunday, January 8th. Students who will be receiving
their Sacraments this year will begin their preparation
classes this week.
–Margaret Essex, Cathecist

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12)

Congratulations to our Island Steward, Emilia Maria
Jackow, who graciously gives her time and talent to others
for the glory of God.
Youth Ministry continues to meet on Sunday evenings
from 5:15-7:15 pm.
- Edwina Fujimoto, Youth Minister

Leader: In the (+) name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
We sign this doorway with four crosses and the
numerals of the new year. [20 + C + M + B + 23]
Let us pray: May Christ bless this house! ALL: Amen!
Each room of the house is sprinkled with holy water.
Living room: Where two or three are gathered in your
name, Lord, you are present.
Bless this room, O Lord. ALL: Amen!
Kitchen: Give us this day our daily bread.
Bless this room, O Lord. ALL: Amen!
Dining room: Prepare us for the heavenly banquet.
Bless this room, O Lord. ALL: Amen!
Bedrooms: Stay with us Lord, when night has come.
Bless this room, O Lord. ALL: Amen!
Bathroom: Cleanse us from all sin.
Bless this room, O Lord. ALL: Amen!
All return to the front door to pray together.
Leader: Let us pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father . . .
The leader sprinkles all present with holy water.
Bless this household through all days to come,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, forever and ever.
ALL: Amen!
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

The Epiphany of the Lord

Epiphany is a day when popular customs mostly overshadow scriptural accuracy. Matthew’s Gospel never
refers to kings coming to see Christ, nor to their number
(only the gifts are enumerated), nor to their names.
Matthew tells us only that some “magi” came with gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. Magos referred to members of
the Persian priestly class; later it had the connotation of
magicians and astrologers. Matthew’s magi report that
they have seen a star rising; its light was visible to them

Treasures from Our Tradition

Life hands us many epiphanies or “wake‑up calls.” A few
years ago, a young couple adopted a two-year-old child in a
morass of red tape, complications, and court hearings. At
the baby’s baptism, the priest suggested appending an
“adoption blessing,” wherein the new relationship was expressed and affirmed. There is a place in that rite for the
child to speak, and instead the priest said, “Can you give
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far beyond the boundaries of Israel, an early
and significant symbol for Jesus, the Light of
the World. At the end of Matthew’s Gospel
(chapter 28), the followers of Jesus worship
him, an act foretold in the actions of the Magi
today. The eleven are told to make disciples
of “all nations,” nations symbolized by the
Magi. Today we hear our own mission: to
worship Jesus Christ, and to spread his Good
News everywhere, every day.

Star of Wonder

In our day-to-day lives, we can experience
epiphanies: new perceptions, unexpected insights, sudden changes in direction. In the
liturgical year, Epiphany celebrates the appearance of a star in the heavens, a remarkable star followed by the Magi to Jesus, Mary
and Joseph. They are not so different, our
daily epiphanies and the Epiphany celebrated
today. The arrival of the Magi certainly
changed Mary and Joseph’s perceptions of
the world, the same way a helpless, tiny baby
likely altered the Magi’s insights as to what a
star in the heavens would reveal. The story of
the Magi—and the story of Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph—is filled with unexpected changes in
direction, as God’s plan continues to vary
when it encounters people who cooperate
with it, and others who attempt to thwart it.
A deep and long reflection on this day we call
Epiphany will uncover numerous epiphanies.

Star of Love

Like all of the Christmas season, Epiphany
celebrates God’s eternal and infinite love. In
a special way, this day shows how God’s love
is truly all-inclusive. The magi were not
Jews, not part of the Chosen People who expected that the Messiah was coming to save
only them. Early on in his Gospel, Matthew
tells us that God’s love will not be limited by
our human presumptions or boundaries. We
still struggle with the fact that God is constantly epiphanizing us to grow beyond the
limits of our experience or expectations, to
move beyond the boundaries of the world around us. Let us pray that we might be given
epiphanies to help us find grace where we
didn’t believe it existed, to aid us in understanding that God’s love is most often shown
by who is included, not who is excluded. May
we open our eyes and hearts to know that the
Christ light shines everywhere.
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Support St. Michael’s by shopping at
Smile.Amazon. Go to:
smile.amazon.com/h/364686125
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Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7TH
• 5pm—Elizabeth, Karl, & Teresa, Rest in
Peace

•
•
•
•

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8TH
THE EPHPHANY OF THE LORD
7am—Robert "Bob" McClean, May he rest in
peace
9am—Sherry Miller, May she rest in peace
1:30pm—Leimomi & Gilbert Galera,
deceased, May they rest in peace
4pm—Mary Reynolds, Birthday Blessings &
David Sower, Rest in Peace

MONDAY, JANUARY 9TH
• 7am—Steven Adarme, Rest in Peace
• 5pm—Jeff Mitchell, for healing
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10TH
• 7am—Janet Emerson, Rest in Peace
• 5pm—Daniel Frank, deceased
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11TH
• 7am—MISSA PRO POPULO
THURSDAY, JANUARY 12TH
• 7am—Jose & Concepcion Romero, repose
of their souls
• 5pm—Laura Koeller, deceased

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13TH
• 7am—Jason Holt, deceased
• 5pm—John Patrick Rowland, Birthday
Blessings
SATURDAY, JANUARY 14TH
• 7am—Debra & Chris Anderson for healing

Requesting a Mass Intention
A Mass intention can be scheduled
by calling the Office at 326-7771.
If you’d like to request a specific day
and Mass time, please call well in
advance of the date to secure it.
Mass cards are available.

“For I was hungry, and you
gave Me something to eat...”
—Matthew 25:35

The Food Pantry Ministry

The Food Pantry is open the 2nd
and 4th Saturdays of the month
from 9—9:45am at Immaculate
Conception Mission Parking Lot.
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A CALL TO COME AND SEE THE LORD
On Epiphany Sunday we celebrate the story of three wise men, who, following a star, left the comfort of their
homes and came together to follow this invitation from God to a humble stable in the town of Bethlehem.
Inside, their eyes beheld a newborn child laying in a manger, a feeding trough, as though he were food for
animals. And yet these foreign men from far away knelt in worship, for with eyes of faith they saw that this
child was the King of kings.
These three men would be the first to approach the Lord and worship him in
this way, bringing Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, but would not be
the last. We continue this tradition every time we gather at Holy Mass. When
we kneel during our Mass, we look up and see what appears to be food: bread
and wine. And yet with our eyes of faith, we know that this is no bread at all,
but is the body of Christ, and that the wine is His most precious blood. We see
Jesus Christ in his body, blood, soul, and divinity as He sits enthroned on the
Altar, and we bring Him the gifts of our time and attention, the things He
desires from us most of all.
God calls us, just as He called those wise men, to come and see our Savior in person. He invites us to encounter
him in his house, gathering us together as a family, as brothers and sisters, to be with one another and with God
at his table.

JESUS IS WITH US AT THE MASS
Most of us are familiar with Jesus' promise to us that He is always with us wherever two or three are gathered in
his name. This is truer at Mass than at any other gathering or worship space. He is present there with us on
multiple levels. He is present in our communion with each other, mystically pouring
out himself through our common prayer. He is present in the priest, who acts in
the person of Christ as he offers the body and blood of our blessed Lord on the
altar to His Heavenly Father. He is present in the word proclaimed from the
scriptures by the lectors and by the deacon and priest, for He is the Word
made flesh and is present whenever that Word is proclaimed. But above all
else, He is most profoundly present in the Eucharist itself. Inside every host
and every drop within the chalice is His body, blood, soul, and divinity. This
is not a symbol or a metaphor, but his actual physical self. Yes, it looks like
bread and tastes like it but with our faith, we know that this is his body and
blood. Within that body and blood, Jesus is alive and present. It is Jesus that we
see on the altar, that we receive on our hands and on our tongue, and that we
consume into our very bodies so that we can take Jesus with us as we depart from the
walls of
the church and go forth into the world. God is in no way distant from us when we gather
to worship at Mass, rather He is there with us and is so close to us that He allows us to take him into our very
selves so that we can be one with him.
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JESUS: PRIEST, PROPHET, KING.
When the three wise men came before the Lord, they offered to him gold, frankincense and myrrh. These small
and seemingly strange gifts hold a great symbol of what we know through faith of Jesus Christ. The three wise
men knew that they were encountering a king, but also a priest and a prophet. Indeed Jesus is all of these things,
and when we come to Mass we encounter Jesus as all three.

JESUS THE PRIEST
In the Old Testament, the Lord established a priesthood which would offer the
sacrifices of animals to God on behalf of the Jewish people. In our New
Testament, we now have a great high priest: Jesus Christ, who offers up himself
on the cross as a sacrifice so powerful that no other sacrifice needs to be offered.
In the Mass, we have Christ continuing to offer that same sacrifice through the
mystical realities of our liturgy. At Mass, it is as if we have been transported
backwards in time to both Good Friday and Easter Sunday, to the moment of the
crucifixion and resurrection of the Lord. For Good Friday our sacrifice was
offered, and on Easter Sunday that same sacrifice, Jesus Christ, was raised up.
Within our parish priest who celebrates the Mass, Christ is at work changing our
liturgy from a simple reenactment to a powerful reliving of that Great Event. It is
Christ who offers up the Eucharist, his body and blood, to God our father.

JESUS THE PROPHET
In the gospels, Jesus calls himself the way the truth and the life. His teachings are
the fullness of truth and provide us not only with the way that we can live out a
most fulfilling Christian life but also the way to come to know God personally and
perfectly. At every Mass, we proclaim the word of God. as the word made flesh, it
is Jesus himself who speaks to us through the word. Not only is this true of the
gospel, but all of the readings. For all of scripture is inspired by God, and Jesus is
God. Jesus speaks to us as a church and as individuals through scripture.

JESUS THE KING
On the day of his crucifixion, Jesus Christ was crowned with thorns and mounted
upon the throne that is the cross. As we celebrate the Mass, and recall those
events, we exchange these painful things for glorious symbols of our Lord's
kingship. Sometimes we ask, why do we use a golden chalice when Jesus surely
used a cup of wood or clay at the Last Supper? The answer is that we are not
simply reenacting the Last Supper. We are giving our Lord a splendid and worthy
throne. We enthrone the presence of Jesus Christ on the altar, arrayed in gold
because that is the way that we should treat our triumphant king. Even as the Lord
appears to us in so humble a form as bread and wine, we give to him a worthy
reception. We bow before our mighty king made known to us in bread and wine.
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TEACHING MASS - BULLETIN INSERT
INTRODUCTORY RITES:
“OUR ENTRANCE INTO MASS, OUR ENTRANCE INTO HEAVEN”
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023

GATHERING TOGETHER

Before we even begin the Mass, worship takes place from the moment we choose to come to Mass. We prepare
ourselves by setting aside the business of our life and instead focus on God and the marvelous event about to take
place. We dress in our Sunday best, just as the priest vests for Mass, and enter the Church in a spirit of prayer as
we prepare ourselves to meet the Lord in His word and body. Just as the priest prepares for Mass, we prepare our
hearts as well. For we are all part of the same celebration.

PROCESSION

At the beginning of Sunday Mass, before the priest begins the celebration, he
makes a symbolic journey from the entrance of the church to the sanctuary, then
kisses the Altar. This action is a sign of the priest’s unity with us, who have
traveled from home and entered the church from outside, a journey each of us
makes. The priest does not enter into the church or the sanctuary alone, but is
accompanied by those who assist him in his celebration of the Mass as the Mass
is not a private affair. These ministers enter the church led by an image of Christ
crucified, signifying how Christ leads His pilgrim people from the world into
heaven, which is signified by the Altar.

As the priest processes through the church to the Altar, he walks past people in
the pews, signifying that even as the priest is set apart for certain sacred functions,
he too is part of the people of God. He is one of us, coming from among our own
ranks before stepping up to the Altar as the Celebrant of the Mass. The priest
kisses the Altar as he arrives, signifying not only reverence for this sacred table,
but also how the words uttered by his lips are words of worship and praise.

SIGN OF THE CROSS

The Mass, like all prayers, begins with the Sign of the Cross. In this, we recall how Jesus used the cross as the
tool of our salvation. As we sign ourselves, the priest says the words, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.” When we invoke the Holy Trinity during the sign of the cross, we recall our baptism, in
which the same words were said by the priest as he poured water over our heads, cleansing us from Original Sin
and making us members of the family of God.
These words are rightly used to begin our sacred liturgy because of the power of the God who is Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Since ancient times in royal courts, whenever important business was conducted or some
proclamation read, the president of the assembly would say, “In the name of the King!” In the same way, we
invoke the name of our God in His Divine Persons as a symbol of recognition that our worship is focused on Him
and we are gathered in His name, for His sake.

WORDS OF GREETING

We all know the exchange, “The Lord be with you,” with the people responding, “and with your spirit.” We say
this several times throughout the Mass. Even from the first greeting, whether it be these exact words or other
forms of greeting, they are not merely poetic words of welcome. These words are a spiritual exchange, not
between priest and people, but between Christ and His Church. From the moment the priest enters the church, his
words and actions are not his own. The priest takes on the role of Christ in the assembly, acting as the Head of
the Church while we are the body. This is why the people respond, “and with your spirit,” rather than, “and also
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with you.” In mentioning the spirit, we acknowledge the dynamic that the priest is both his own person and the
in persona Christi, the person of Christ within the priest as he celebrates the Mass. This idea of Christ being active
in our liturgy through the priest is a repeated key point that we return to throughout the Mass.

PENITENTIAL ACT

Immediately after the priest and people exchange the sacred greeting, they turn
together to the Lord in repentance. This is usually done by everyone while praying
together the Confiteor (“I confess to Almighty God…”) and invoking the Kyrie
(“Lord, have mercy”). There is an option, often used during the Easter season, to
have the priest sprinkle holy water over the people in remembrance of our baptism
and the cleansing power of God’s forgiveness.
In all of this, we are acknowledging our sins and our need for God’s mercy. This part of the Mass is a summary
of the pursuit of our earthly life: coming to God like the prodigal son and receiving His mercy and love. Just as
Christ tells us to make peace with our brother before entering the temple, we make peace with God. We should
clarify that serious sins require the Sacrament of Confession for forgiveness, but small (venial) sins can be
forgiven by these penitential acts, which we pray at every Mass. In the Old Testament, priests would ritually
purify themselves before offering the Old Covenant sacrifices. In the New Covenant, it is right that we spiritually
purify ourselves through prayer before offering our own sacrifice of praise.

THE GLORIA

Once we have received God’s mercy, we immediately respond with that ancient hymn of praise, the Gloria. This
hymn, sung on most Sundays and other Solemnities (High Feasts), comes to us from the nativity of our Lord,
when angels appeared to shepherds singing the glory of God. They sang to announce that Christ had come. In this
same way, we sing the Gloria to recognize that Christ is present with us at Mass, through our gathering together,
through the priest, through the Word, and most of all, through the Eucharist. We proclaim with great joy the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, made present again and again at the Mass.
It is worth clarifying that we do not always sing this hymn. We do not sing the Gloria during Advent and Lent
because during those seasons there is a greater focus on penance and mercy. By contrast, Easter, Christmas, and
other Sundays are most appropriate occasions to praise God for His glory. It is appropriate that the Gloria take
place directly after the Penitential Acts, acting as a joyous response to the forgiveness from God that we have just
received.

THE COLLECT: THE OPENING PRAYER

After the Gloria (or the Penitential Acts, if there is no Gloria), the priest invites
the entire community to pray as one by the call, “Let Us Pray.” This call, used
since the earliest days of the Church, calls the community to enter into the
mysteries about to happen. The priest extends his hands outward, a sign that he
is speaking to God on behalf of all of us, and he prays the Collect, the opening
prayer that is proper to this day. He alone says the words, but we are called to
bind our thoughts to those words and to be united in this prayer, our hearts being
gathered (or collected, one might say) into the arms of the priest as he brings
them to God.
The Collect gives us a kind of theme of this particular Mass, like a first look at the readings of this Mass, or the
particular reason for this Mass. The Collect acts as the main point of the beginning phase of the Mass. The parts
before this prayer were inviting us into the Mass. The Collect then brings us into the heavenly sanctuary where
we offer ourselves, our presence, and our intentions to God. Entering into this liturgy, God invites us to listen to
Him in the Liturgy of the Word.
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The Eucharistic Revival: The Mass Part 1
For the next couple of Weeks all the parishes in our diocese will be going
over what we do at Mass and what our actions mean. We will cover The
Gathering Rites, The Liturgy of the Word, The Preparation Rites, The
Eucharistic Prayer, The Communion Rite and The Dismissal.
We come to Mass because we need to be here. We come because the living
breathing Body of Christ is not complete if we are not here. The Church
need us all to be here. We come to Mass because Jesus calls us to be here.
Faith in Jesus is communal and personal. We need a personal relationship
with Jesus and a communal relationship. Jesus came and called people into
community. He called 12 apostles and gathered disciples. He formed his
followers and told them "Go out and teach all nations Baptizing them in
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit". Jesus calls us into
community and sends us out with the same mission.
During the pandemic we were not allowed to gather at Mass. We did livestream Mass and did Spiritual Communion. This was a poor replacement
for Mass, but it was the best we could do. We couldn't gather as Christ's
Body, sing his praises, listen to his word proclaimed to our community,
Pray the Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and receive his body and blood in
the Eucharist. Jesus calls us to gather in community and orders us to
receive his Body and Blood. He loves us so much that he wants to be in
and part of us. Did you hunger for the Eucharist when you were denied it?
Now what do we do here? Our culture and society demand instant
gratification. We want to be entertained and want what we want now! I
have had people tell me 'I used to go to Mass, but I didn't get anything out
of it'. Mass is not entertainment. It is not about getting something. It is
about giving. We come to Mass to give God thanks and praise for the
many blessings he has freely given us. Blessings such as our very life, our
family, our faith.
We sometimes use 'church' words and may not be clear what they mean.
The meaning of these words illustrates what we are to do here. We
celebrate our Sunday Liturgy. Liturgy is a Greek Word that means Work

of the People. We are here to work. It is work to give God Thanks and
Praise. It is work to be attentive to his word which is shared, broken, and
opened for us. It is work to pray the prayers and responses and to sing the
songs of praise.

We gather for Sunday Eucharist. Eucharist is another Greek word
meaning Thanksgiving. The Eucharistic Prayer we pray at Mass is the
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving.
Finally, we call it the Mass, Sunday Mass or just Mass. Mass is a Latin
word from the dismissal, Ite misa est meaning 'go': it is the Sending. We
come to Mass to be gathered as God's people, to hear our story proclaimed
in Scripture, to give God thanks and praise in the Eucharistic Prayer and to
receive the Body and Blood of Christ so that we can be sent back into the
world and be Christ presence.
The documents of the Second Vatican Council tell us that the Eucharist is
the source and summit for us as Catholic Christians. The Eucharist is the
source, it is what makes us Catholic and sets us apart from other
Christians. The Eucharist is the summit or high point of our prayer, and it
is public prayer. It takes us all to gather.
Fr. Lio

